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LHS ESTABLI SHED 1972 

Fe bruary 2023  

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING LHS EVENTS 

MUSEUM COMMITTEE: Thu, Feb 2 @ 10am 

BOARD MEETING: Thu, Feb 9 @ 10am  

GENERAL MEETING:  Mon, Feb 27 @ 6pm 

Pulled Pork Special Dinner 

$10 Donation per person—RSVP by Feb 20 

 History Presentation:  

Dusty Rhodes on D.H. Ryan & Lakeside’s Roads & 

Highways 

(See poster above) 

GIFT SHOP, MUSEUM & ARCHIVES 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs, Sat: 10am—1pm 

CLOSED: Sun, Mon, Fri 

Meetings & events held at LHS History Center unless noted 

Vo lume 43,  Numb er 2E  

OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS 
By Pennie McMahon 

 

The Mrs. Claus Christmas Resale Shoppe was once again a 
huge success! This event has grown into our biggest fundraiser 
of the year. 

First, I would like to thank Marrokal Construction for their 
generous contribution. We delivered gift certificates to the 
Christian Help Center and families were able to come and shop. 
Thank you Marrokal! 

The Holidays are such a busy time for everyone, yet all 
these people took time to come and help. Volunteers were busy 
with many tasks besides the unloading, pricing and working the 
store. They were vacuuming, decorating, baking, hanging ban-
ners, breaking down boxes, and handling all the new donations 
as they came in. I don't think there was a day we did not get 
donations for our sale. People are so generous and donate so 
many unique and beautiful things. 

The wonderful volunteers that made all this possible were: 
Mike Bishop and his Boy Scout Troop 346. These Scouts were 
amazing and such a big help unloading the cellar and all the 
trucks as they came from storage. Jill Fleming and the Lakeside 
Princesses. These girls worked carrying boxes from the cellar 
and trucks and helped unpack. It is so great to have the youth 
of Lakeside involved. The other volunteers that worked so hard 
throughout the sale were; Coleen Owens, Nancy Kulinski, Rich 
and Trish Hegyi, Michele Silva, Lee Bost, Gary Mitrovich, Stacy 
Hensle, Paula Armstrong, Cathy Wolpers, Gordon and Janis 
Shackelford, Diane Angus, Lynette Doherty, Patricia Barnes, 
Karen Standford, Linda Cowle, Ann Gilbert, Barbara Hogue, Liz 
Harris, Joan Tilley, Doris Griffith, Janice McMillan, Cathy Dia-
masto, Kate Lauren, Rod McMillen, Lisette Marquez, John and 
Donna Swink, Billy Ortiz, Barbara DeYoung, Judy Trussell, Ruth 
Miller, Mikki Balicki, Denise Meile, and Rob Harding. I know I 
have missed someone but please know that we appreciate your 
time and effort. 

It was a busy few weeks, but it was fun and I think we all 
enjoyed working together. I know I did. Thank you everyone for 
all that you did to make this such a huge success. 

Please don't be strangers, we always need volunteers. If you 
have an extra few hours, we could use the help. We need peo-
ple to work in the store, the museum, the archives, as well as 
the many events we have all year. 

Happy New Year to all of you! 
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B IOGRA PH Y:  GEOR GE SNEED By Gary E.  Mi trov ich  
 

   In recognition of Black History Month, we spotlight an African-American farmer/
rancher who lived and worked in the San Vicente Valley at the turn of the 20 th 
Century. 
   What we know about George Sneed comes mostly from his years living in the 
Lakeside area. He was born in Texas in October 1849. Both parents hailed from 
Arkansas, but their names are not known. There is no information on any relatives 
or his early life. 
   What brought Sneed to San Diego is not known, but in 1888 his name was in-
cluded in a San Diego Union story on local churches. Sneed was a trustee in the 
Second Baptist Church of San Diego, one of 30 members. 
   Sneed registered to vote locally for the first time in November 1890, listing his 
occupation as laborer and residing at 330 13 th Street in Downtown San Diego. He 
later moved to 33rd Street and National Avenue. He would regularly register to 
vote for years to come, indicating it was something of importance to the man. 
Listed as a laborer, the voter registry described Sneed as 5-foot, 5½-inches tall, 
with a dark complexion, dark eyes and hair. He had no visible scars or marks. 
Later federal census reports indicated he could read and write. 

By 1894, Sneed was living near Foster, a small community about five miles north of Lakeside, below the current site of the San 
Vicente Dam. Sometimes called Foster Town, it was then the terminus of the San Diego Cuyamaca and Eastern railroad, which 
ran from Downtown San Diego. From there, one could catch a daily stage to Ramona or beyond to Julian. The little town also had 
a hotel, a post office, and a few other amenities. Sneed secured some property about two miles east of the town, in an area n ow 
covered by the San Vicente Reservoir. He variously called himself a rancher and a farmer. 

By 1897, Sneed owned his property and home free of mortgage. The ranch included a cabin, an orchard, a vineyard, and a 
small concrete reservoir. He later tried his hand at beekeeping, as did a number of other local farmers. His “address” was along 
the Foster-Ramona Road, a major highway of its time. His neighbors included such local luminaries as Joe Foster (a county su-
pervisor), Albert Mussey, and Albert Muth. Records indicate he was the only black resident in the community for many years. 

The 1900 U.S. Census listed Sneed as a widowed man and curiously names his late wife – Alilida Ciuro, identified as an 
“Indian” (Native American). Interestingly, the census listed his address as Capitan Grande, California. This would be the Cap itan 
Grande Indian Reservation, established by President Ulysses S. Grant in 1875 (now under the waters of the El Capitan Reser-
voir). The 1899-1900 San Diego City and County Directory shows Sneed as a rancher in Foster. We have no other information 
regarding Sneed, his wife, or his life on the reservation, nor do we have any indication he had any children. 

In 1906, Sneed began to regularly staff the Foster voting precinct as state and local elections were held. The official polling 
place was the Lakeside Railroad Depot at Laurel and River streets. Sneed served as an inspector and judge over at least six 
years, perhaps motivated by a sense of community and civic duty. 

His name was last included in the 1923 local directory, under the Lakeside section (the town of Foster was no longer recog-
nized). Sneed appears to have left the region after that and his ensuing whereabouts have yet to be uncovered. 

   No other information has yet been learned about this man, and that is a 
shame. We do not know how or why Sneed came to San Diego or ended 
up in the east county. He obviously found some success and liking of the 
area, since he remained for nearly 30 years and became involved in the 
community. He certainly suffered some hardship, as he lived through the 
great flood of 1916, which devasted the county as a whole – particularly 
the Lakeside area where creeks and streams became raging rivers and 
destroyed much both natural and manmade property. Some of the Sneed 
ranch remained for many years, before the San Vicente Dam was con-
structed, including his cobblestone chimney and ranch house foundations. 
All that is now underwater. We hope that more information can be discov-
ered and shared to give us a fuller picture of this unique man who is a part 
of our history. 
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Historical Happenings 
Official publication of the Lakeside Historical Society Since 1980 

Gary E. Mitrovich, Editor/Head Writer 
garyemit@cox.net * (619)749-3630 

Articles, emails & photos welcome * Deadline: 2nd Friday of month 
Contributors to this issue: 

 Cheryl Chelius & Richard Hensle * Pennie McMahon  
* Tom Isom * The Newsletter Mailing Crew 

Printed by College Copy Center 
www.lakesidehistory.org 

 

F E B RU A RY  MI LE S T O NE S  
 

NEW MEMBERS—WELCOME! 
 

NEW LIFETIME 
 

Richard Hensle  
 

REGULAR TO LIFETIME—THANKS! 
 

Shawn Wettig 

Gary Armstrong 

Patty Armstrong 

Carol Clemens Ben-Judah 
 

NEW FAMILY MEMBER 
 

Vince Orona 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

01 Edwin Cate 

01 Betty Frizzell 

05 Curtis Clubb 

07 Paul Mc Millan 

09 Carol Clemens Ben-Judah 

10 Beverly Miller 

10 Ronald Oren Conley 

12 Audra Parnell 

12 Jay Quarles 

14 Faye McFarland Anderson 

15 Lynette Mitrovich 

20 Denise Washburn Banegas 

20 Vincent Sullivan 

22 Dick Denure 

24 Robert Hewitt 

26 John Manion 

28 Jennifer Shaffer Roczey 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

John & Donna Swink – 65 yrs 

Robert & Patricia Heger – 65 yrs 

Charles & Louise Savage Seiber – 50 yrs 

David & Charlotte Kingston – 50 yrs 

Larry & Jeanne Taylor – 45 yrs 

George & Patsy Shaeffer – 41 yrs 

John & Denise Meile – 41 yrs 

Nick & Candy Cowell – 25 yrs 

James & Connie Morgan – 14 yrs 

Riverview Water District 

CAL IFORNIA  P IONEER C ERTIF ICAT E OFFERED  
 

The San Diego Genealogical Society is honoring pioneers of the State of Cali-
fornia who helped shape its future by offering ancestral recognition certificates. 
From early pioneers who settled in California before statehood, to those who ex-
perienced some of the state’s historical events, each has contributed to its histor-
ical legacy. The first certificate is the California Pioneer Certificate validating 
descendancy from a settler in California prior to its creation as a state in 1850. 

The second is the California History Certificate validating descendancy 
from pioneers who experienced one of three historical events— the Gold 
Rush, the San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, or the California Missions prior to 
1850 . Each certificate is accompanied by a Lineage Chart illustrating descend-
ance from the applicant to the pioneer. 

Anyone may apply for one or more of these certificates by submitting a com-
pleted application form for each pioneer, copies of original documents showing 
evidence of direct descendance from that pioneer in one or more categories 
mentioned above and the certificate fee.  Pictures and descriptive material about 
the pioneer are welcomed. Details of the program are on the instruction form. 

(Source: San Diego Genealogical Society website at https://casdgs.org/CA-
Pioneer-Certificate-Program) 

https://casdgs.org/CA-Pioneer-Certificate-Program
https://casdgs.org/CA-Pioneer-Certificate-Program


4 

 

 February 2023 

Email Edition 

LAKESIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
9906 Maine Avenue 
Lakeside, CA  92040 
(619) 561-1886 
www.lakesidehistory.org 

EL CAPITAN HIGH SCHOOL —CLASS OF 1962  60th  Class  Reunion  
Saturday,  February 25—1:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bongiovanni ’s  I tal ian Res taurant —15244 Olde Hwy 80,  El Cajon,  CA 92021  
Call Joan at (619)443 -4728 for  more information  

LAK ESID E AUT O SPEEDWA Y—AB OUT  1 910 
 

When John H. Gay bought the Lakeside “Hotel” in 1905, he immediately changed the name to “Inn” and embarked on a 
plan to revitalize the 20-year old structure. With permission from County Supervisors, Gay built a world-class racetrack 
around Lindo Lake. The 60-foot wide, 2-mild dirt track cost nearly $10,000 and was called the Lakeside Inn Speedway. A 
consummate promoter, Gay brought in another showman to debut the racetrack—none other that the legendary Barney 
Oldfield, the first great racecar driver in history. On April 20, 1907, Oldfield broke a world speed record on this track right 
here in Lakeside, California with a 51.8 second mile. It was the biggest event to ever hit town, brining literally trainloads  
and carloads of spectators. Unfortunately, the frenzy was short-lived and the Speedway closed about five years later. Gay 
himself would pass away in 1915. 

In 2007, The Lakeside Historical Society hosted the Auto Speedway Centennial to celebrate another piece of the histo-
ry of Lakeside. 

This colorized photograph (above) was taken in about 1910 and is an excellent view of a portion of the track itself. The 
location is about where Chestnut Street winds into Lindo Lane today. The white structure beyond is the Mansfield House, 
commonly known as the “Castle House” today. Whittaker Hill looms behind it. (Thanks to Tom Isom) 
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L A K E SID E  H ISTO RI C A L  SO C IE T Y  ME M BE RSH IP  

FO RM  

 

Date____________________ 

 

(PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY) 

 

 ___$20.00 per year individual   ___$200.00 Individual Life Membership 

 ___$35.00 per year family   ___$500.00 Business Life Membership 

 ___$50.00 per year business/organization 

 

_____New Member (s) OR  _____Renewal 

 

Name____________________Phone_______________Email______________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

 

City ________________________ State ___________ Zip ____________ 

 

Your Birthday_______________ 

 

Spouse’s Name & Birthday_____________________________ Wedding Date___________ 

 

Drop off or mail to: Lakeside Historical Society 

9906 Maine Avenue, Lakeside CA 92040 

LHS MEMBERSHIP FEES REMINDER  
It’s past time for your 2023 dues. Call us at (619)561-

1886 if you have questions. We appreciate your support! 


