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CA LENDA R  OF  U PC OMIN G LH S E VEN TS 
MUSEUM MEETING: Thu, Feb 1 @ 10 am 

BOARD MEETING: Thu, Feb 8 @ 10 am 

GENERAL MEETING: Mon, Feb 26 @ 6 pm 

Spaghetti Dinner—Donation $10 per person (RSVP!)  

“Black Women of Julian” by David Lewis, 

Julian Historical Society 

Coming in March 

MUSEUM MEETING: Thu, Mar 7 @ 10 am 

BOARD MEETING: Thu, Mar 14 @ 10 am 

GENERAL MEETING: Mon, Mar 25 @ 6 pm 

“Campo Gravesites” by Cherry Diefenbach 

LHS FIELD TRIP: Sat, Mar 30 @ 10 am 

San Diego Police Museum @4710 College Av—SD 

(Lunch following visit TBA) 

Meetings & events held at LHS History Center unless noted 

GIFT SHOP HOUR S:  

OPEN: Tuesday - Thursday & Saturday: 10 am - 1 pm 

CLOSED: Sunday, Monday & Friday 

ARCHIVES OPEN EVERY WEDNESDAY 

C O-PRESID ENT’S  
M ESSA GE 
By Stacy Hensle 

  Welcome to my new Co-President 
Coleen Owens! I want to thank Gary 
Mitrovich for being my Co-President 
these past two years and showing 
me how everything works. Also, 
thank you to Gary for serving four 

years as President. I know he is not going anywhere and 
will continue to do a great job as editor of our newsletter. 

We had a very successful Christmas Shoppe this year! 
Thanks to Pennie McMahon and all the elves that made 
this event the best season ever. Thanks to Gordon for giv-
ing us daily updates - we appreciate your dedication to our 
Historical Society. We had some new volunteers this year 
and it was great working with them and seeing everyone at 
the Shoppe. I enjoyed the time that I volunteered and I 
have missed seeing everyone after the event was done. 

Our January General Meeting will have already been 
held by the time you read this, but I hope you were able to 
join us for our general meeting and white elephant gift ex-
change. This meeting is always a fun event. You never 
know what you will receive for your white elephant gift. 

Please join us on February 26, 2024, for our general 
meeting.  Our guest speaker will be David Lewis of the Jul-
ian Historical Society and the talk will be on “Black Women 
of Julian”. 

Keep checking our newsletter for future events.  We are 
trying to add a couple of field trips in the upcoming year.    

Happy New Year and have a great 2024! 
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL  
CHRISTMAS SHOPPE SALE 

By Pennie McMahon 
Mrs. Claus' Resale Shoppe was once again a huge suc-

cess! This was our most successful sale yet. We surpassed 
our goal. We have such a great community. They donate 
Christmas items all year and then they come and support 
our sale. Thank you, Lakeside, we could not do this without 
all of your support. 

I would like to thank Marrokal Construction for their gen-
erous contribution. We delivered gift certificates to Lindo 
Park School and families were able to come and shop. 
Thank you Marrokal! 

The Holidays are such a busy time for everyone, yet all 
these people took time to come and help. Volunteers were 
busy with many tasks besides the unloading, pricing and 
working the store, they were vacuuming, decorating, bak-
ing, hanging banners, breaking down boxes, and handling 
all the new donations as they came in. I don't think there 
was a day we did not get donations for our sale. 

The amazing volunteers that made this all possible 
were: The Lakeside Princesses and their parents, Pennie's 
grandson, Jason Earnest, our youngest member and Diane 
Angus' granddaughter, Penelope Parks (it is so great to 
have the youth of Lakeside involved!). Other volunteers 
who worked so hard throughout the sale were: Coleen Ow-
ens, Rich and Trish Hegyi, Michele Silva, Bill and Vivian 
Nelson, Mikki Balicki & Roland Rhodes, Lee Bost, Gary and 
Lynette Mitrovich, Stacy Hensle, Paula Armstrong, Cathy 
Wolpers, Gordon and Janis Shackelford, Diane Angus, 
Lynette Doherty, Patricia Barnes, Karen Standford, Linda 
Cowle, Ann Gilbert, Barbara Hogue, Joan Tilley, Doris Grif-
fith, Janice McMillan, Cathy Diamasto, Kate Lauren, John 
and Donna Swink, Barbara DeYoung, Judy Trussell, Ruth 
Miller, Cheryl Celius, Yrene Woods, Pat Salzarulo, Denise 
Meile, Denise Kane and Beth Pollard. We had four new 
volunteers who came and worked hard during the sale—
and they also joined LHS. They are George Krisnowich, 
Cathy Patino, Kim Tilton, and Barbara O'Neill. Welcome! 

It was a busy few weeks but it was fun and I think we all 
enjoyed working together, I know I did. Thank you everyone 
for all the hours you volunteered and please remember be-
cause of each of you our sale was a success! 

Happy New Year to all of you and your families. 

100 YEARS AGO: LAKESIDE’S BANK ROBBERY 
(From “Legends of Lakeside”) 

Lakeside’s first official bank was built on the northwest 
corner of Maine Avenue and Sycamore Street (now 
Lakeshore). The Lakeside Commercial and Savings Bank 
was organized by F.R. Bickell, a general accountant and 
auditor for a chain of 27 banks. He maintained his HQ in 
Chicago until 1921, when he sold his stock and came to 
California. He opened the Lakeside Bank on April 15, 1922. 
The original board was comprised of Bickell, C.A. Hopkins, 
M.L. Ward, H.S. Kibbey, George Gibson, Harold Bacon, and 
Emil Klicka. Byron Conrad was a cashier there until 1930. 

Early in 1924, one Raymond B. Yard committed the first 
robbery of the bank at the point of a semiautomatic pistol 
and a “quantity of dynamite,” threatening to “blow up” the 
bank if he didn’t get his way. Tellers coughed up $540. 
Sheriff’s deputies caught up with Yard at his Bostonia ranch 
and took him into custody “after a pistol duel.” (See the 
Evening Tribune article from May 16, 1924 below for more.) 
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Historical Happenings 

The official publication of the Lakeside Historical Society (since 1980) 

Gary E. Mitrovich, Editor/Head Writer * garyemit@cox.net * (619)749-3630 

Articles, stories, emails & photos welcome * Deadline: 2nd Friday of the month 

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE: Richard Hensle * Stacy Hensle  

Pennie McMahon * Gordon Shackelford * The Newsletter Crew 

Printed by College Copy Center 

F E B R UA RY  

M IL E S TO N E S  
 

N EW M EMB ERS 
 

George  Kr isnow ich  
Cathy Pat ino 

Kim T i l t on 
Barba ra O’Ne i l l 

Melinda  & Ke i th  Becker  
 

NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS! 
 

Joan  T i l le y 
Barba ra Meyer 

 

B IRTHDA YS 
 

1 Edwin Cate 
1 Betty Frizzell 
1 Bob Robeson 
5 Curtis Clubb 
7 Paul McMillan 
9 Carol Clemens Ben-Judah 
10 Ronald Conley 
10 Beverly Miller 
12 Audra Parnell 
12 Jay Quarles 
14 Faye McFarland Anderson 
15 Lynette Mitrovich 
15 Paul Sprecco 
20 Denise Washburn Banegas 
20 Vincent Sullivan 
22 Dick Denure 
24 Robert Hewitt 
26 John Manion 
26 Kym Tilton 
28 Jennifer Shaffer Roczey 
29 Patricia White 
 

 AN NIVER SAR IES 
 

Patricia & Robert Heger – 66 yrs 
Donna & John Swink – 66 yrs 

Kathryn Angus & Larry Paddock – 
52 yrs 

Louise Savage & Charles Seiber – 
51 yrs 

Larry & Jeanne Taylor – 46 yrs 
John & Denise Meile – 42 yrs 

George & Patsy Shaeffer – 42 yrs 
Candy & Nick Cowell – 26 yrs 

James & Connie Morgan – 15 yrs 
Nancy & Teri Kulinski 

Melinda & Keith Becker 

The proposed budget is posted for review per Bylaws. The membership will be 
called for a vote at the March General Meeting. 
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FEBRUARY 2024 

Email Edition 

LAKESIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
9906 Maine Avenue 
Lakeside, CA  92040 
(619) 561-1886 
www.lakesidehistory.org 

THAT  OL D VACANT L OT  ON  MA INE A VENU E  
 

Ever wonder what was on the vacant lot between Leo’s Pharmacy and Barker’s Store on Maine Avenue? Here it is! John-
son’s Lakeside Variety store was operated by Willard Johnson from 1950 to 1962. The first photo (above left) indicates the 
business was earlier called the “Trading Post,” with “Honest John” as the proprietor. “Johnson’s 5 to 1.00 Store” is printed 
on the front awning. The building can clearly be seen abutting Leo’s Pharmacy. The second photo (above right) is from 
February 1957 and displays new signage, as well as an added sign indicating there was now a nursery onsite. The build-
ing disappeared in the 1960s and the lot has been vacant since then. The latest information on the lot is that it has been 
purchased and will be fenced and used for parking. (Photo from an unknown contributor) 

Longtime LHS Life Members (l. to r.) Rob Harding, Pennie McMahon, and Coleen Owens show off their “gold cards” at a little 

celebration for Rob for his 25th anniversary since joining, held at the Lakeside VFW in January. (Photo by Betsy Harding) 


